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Josh Ritter The Historical

Conquests of Josh Ritter ictor/

‘Sony/BMG 83697 122562 (2007) Ritter's

followup to The Animal Years is
d

Fortunately, lyrics are ulpplnd in
the liner notes. But it’s the music
that moves to the forefront in this

‘multiple playbacks The Histor,
ical Conguests of Josh Ritter will
undoubtedly be all over triple-A
radio, cementing Ritter's stature in
contemporary music. (

Dave Cousins The Boy in the
Sailor Suit Wichvood Vedia WHCD
2040 (2007)] Dave (n ins, chief

anew and exceptional |0-track solo
album with the help of guitarist
Miller Anderson, bass player Chas
Cronk, drummer Chris Hunt, and
fiddler lan Cutler. The songs,
sounding very much like outtakes
from a new Strawbs album (Cousins
is the chief songwriter and s
in that band), range from st
ahead, punchy rockers lik:
Take Sweets From a Strange
“Mother Luck” to some lovely wispy
ballads, such as “Mellow Moon” and
“Bringing in the Harvest.” Cousins

Josh Ritter - trping over fast moves
been personnel changes, Runrig has

I gether for m 30years
writing unforgettable melodies, and oy, and the transition to current
warmly passionate Nova

his voice is
e (M)

Runrig Everything You See
[Ridge RR044 (2007)1 A full-out blast
of Scots trad-rock is what Runrig
delivers with this latest recordir
a vigorous collection of origin
music that’s grounded as much in

the heartbeat of the Highlands as it
in the crash of waves off Scotland's
rocky coastline. Though there have

Chisholm are among the guests, but
mains on the powerful
n among members of the

has been well completed,

“Clas
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The Chad Mitchell Trio
Collocik

folk sound of the early 1960
With tracks from the three albums

o Collection spolgh
cal harmonies, poli”
1ooted arrangemen”
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Tapestry The Joumey lViewscint
Procuztons (2007)) Tape the

and-wife duo of I d
Michael Grupp-Verbon. They play
harp (Denise) and guitar. mandolin,
bouzouki, and percus:
in lovely acoustic
alming and el bt
teiinto sonic pablum,

The 11 cuts include three ori
e and some v

mkm and sur
all the

School of Folk Music Song-
book: Volume Two & Three
01d Town School of Folk Music/Bloodshol
075003 (2007), 2:00] Celebrating its

dmostof
i oot el va oo s
Black Isle in Scotland. It’s a shot of
bracing contemporary Scots music
and a high-energy band collabora-
tion, as well. Julie Fowlis and Duncan

8152(2007) Though not as commer-
cially successful as the Kingston
Trio or Peter, Paul and Mary, the
Chad Mitchell Trio played a pivotal
role in establishing the collegiate

Town School of Folk Music follows

the first volume of its “Songbook”
serics with two additional volumes
covering 42 folk classics. A mix of
up-and-coming artists, including
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Tapestry The Journey [Viewpoint
Productions (2007)] Tapestry is the
husband-wife duo of Denise and
Michael Grupp-Verbon. They play
harp (Denise) and guitar, mandolin,
bouzouki, and percussion (Michael)
in lovely acoustic arrangements
that are calming and restful but
never deteriorate into sonic pablum.
The 11 cuts include three original
tunes and some unexpected adapta-
tions of pop tunes, including Sting’s
“Fields of Gold” and “Riders on
the Storm,” in addition to the usual
trad tunes “Wild Mountain Thyme”
and “The Ash Grove.” All in all, a
striking and surprising mix that hits
all the right notes. (SH)

www.tapestryduo.com

Reviewed by Susan Hartman (SH)
www.dirtylinen.com




